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Lima Reservolir

July inflow dropped to 80% of
average

Storage is at 46,000 af (108%
of average) & about 7.7 feet
below full pool

Releases are being maintained
at 365 cfs to meet irrigation
demands

Return flows are picking up,
allowing inflows to Clark
Canyon to remain over 200 cfs
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Clark Canyon Reservoir

July inflow improved to 51% of
average

Storage is at 38,142 af (28% of
average), about 16,495 af or 9.4
feet higher than last year

Releases are being maintained
at 270 cfs to meet downstream
irrigation demands

Improved runoff this spring has
allowed EBID & CCWSC to work
out an arrangement to deliver
30,000 acre-feet of water to EBID
this past year.

Irrigation deliveries will be
discontinued shortly after Labor
Day weekend.
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Hebgen Reservoir (PPL-MT)

July inflow was 84% of average

Storage is at 94% of average,
about 1.5 feet below normal full
pool

Currently releasing 1,030 cfs to
Madison River

To maintain cooler water
temperatures in the river, pulse
flow operations are proceeding,
resulting in operations closely
resembling last years operations
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Canyon Ferry Reservoir

July inflow dropped to 60% of
average

Storage is at 98% of average,
about 4.7 feet below normal
full pool

Releases to the Missouri River
are being maintained at the
desired minimum flow of 4,100
cfs below Holter Dam

Hope to maintain river flows at
4,100 for the remainder of the
year
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Gibson Reservolir

July inflow was 51% of average

All storage has been evacuated,
with storage at only 13% of
average

Releasing 100 cfs to Sun River
and 160 cfs to the canal

Water users are experiencing
some minor water shortages

Plans are to reduce river flows to
50 cfs and later divert flows to
Pishkun & Willow Creek to refill
them
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Lake Elwell (Tiber Reservoir)

July inflow was 27% of average,
the 10t lowest of record

Storage is 89% of average and
0.40 feet lower than at this time
last year

Releases are being maintained
at 400 cfs to conserve storage
for later use

Plan to hold fall & winter
releases at 400 cfs unless
inflows continue to remain near
where they are then they may
be reduced further to 320 cfs .- Leke Elusil, Marfas Flver near Ghester.
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Lake Sherburne

July inflow was 57% of average ------.-mn--
Storage is at 87 percent of ----- .-’IJ'.'.
average, about 5.3 feet lower .-\‘-"‘F.i‘-
than at this time last year L N WL N
Releases from Sherburne Lake -.‘- I.-n -
are currently being maintained o
at 600 cfs

Diversions from the St. Mary

River Basin to the Milk River

Basin are continuing at a rate
of 600 cfs
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Fresno Reservoir

Currently diverting 600 cfs from
St. Mary Basin to Milk River

Storage is at 126% of average
and is 4.3 feet higher than at this
time last year

Due to the spring and summer
rains experienced this year, there
are no water shortages
anticipated this year

Recent rains have allowed
irrigators to increase their earlier
irrigation allotments from 1.3
af/ac to at least 2.0 af/ac
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Bighorn Lake (Yellowtail Reservoir)

July inflow dropped to 59% of
average

Storage is at 98% of average
and 5.4 feet below the top of the
conservation pool at elevation

Storage is 45 feet higher than at
this time last year

Releases to the Bighorn River
are being maintained at 2,500
cfs, the desired minimum for the
river fishery

Bighorn Lake reached the top of
the conservation pool on June
26 and rose 2.8 feet into the
exclusive flood pool
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Hungry Horse Reservoir

Streamflow into Hungry Horse
were below normal during July

Storage is below average for
this time of year

Currently releasing about 5,240
cfs to river

Storage in Hungry Horse filled
to the top of the conservation
pool and is expected to
continue dropping throughout
the remainder of the year
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Reservoir Conditions for Reclamation Reservoirs
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Summary of Operations of Reclamation Projects

5th wettest June on record helped reduce demands tremendously.

Reduced demands left more water in the streams, improving inflows to
Reclamation reservoirs.

Streamflows improved considerably this spring but many of the streams
are currently well below normal.

July inflows to Reclamation projects varied from 27% of average @ Tiber
to 93% of average at Fresno.

All Reclamation reservoirs in Montana filled except for Clark Canyon,
Lake Elwell, Lake Sherburne & Nelson Reservoirs.

Dry conditions during July placed a heavy demand on stored water and
caused storage levels in many Reclamation reservoirs to decline
significantly during July and August, varying from 13% of average at
Gibson to 126% at Fresno.

Hope to maintain fall and winter streamflows below Reclamation Projects
at desirable levels for downstream river fisheries, except for the Tiber
(400 cfs in Marias) and Clark Canyon (25-35 cfs in Beaverhead).
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